Y SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD, LEISTON, SUFFOLK ' ;
/ Telephone: Private (Neills) : Leiston 40 ' Diéaetars : |
¥th Nov. 53 "N Newr v

Dear Shaw,

Sorry to be eo0 long. I simply couldn't +think of any funny
inscription. fuch must come spontaneously,

and after my bbrthday celebrations I )
feel empty.
So you'll just have to lump it, we lad.

Looking formard to your vieit...I'll make you talk of your work for a
change; I'm sick of talking about mine...guess you are too in yr place.

All the best,

/ >

rﬂ SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD,, LEISTON, SUFFOLK
/ Telephone: Private (Nellls) : Leiston 40 ) flgfcﬁg 5
i 4 54 ENA NEILL

"y Dear Shanw,
. V\TT‘ , Soring cleaning, boafire of papers, enatch from firs hirnins
- ' ™ [ a3 [l .
le?t?r to "Ly Dear Shas”. Had wondered hv you didn't renly te my =itiy loter re
nriting somethidg funny in the book. Put it down %o old aze. Anyway, I wrote tha da=mn
ihing even if you never sam it. ‘

Just back from a co-ed conference ot mhich Lyward wae tha nonoursd riast, T had
. tc fight him all the ray; didn't understand o thing he eaid, aly wysticiem and
juet dazn gll. 4 teacher asked him how he'd give gex iastruction. "The noetic
alz about the sword that racuired a sheath." The majority was on his cide...
Barnes of Teaninzton “all, St Gaorge's, Harpenden
Lyvard claime 100 ¢ cures. Dunno
Trds 811 off the rocord »f

N
3

ck

» 2ll the reli-~tons charﬁh tar-mouldere,
hom he doss it with what hg

11 ¢ tern lova,
eouree. T rather liked the ~uy all ths nama. ‘In 1o in the
™ - . . ‘ot . "
couterence zot down to brass tacks =2t all. I :ried my dartnedest hut no ramciinn lut
snkrard silence, '

Zo you knoy anyihing about
=inutes. Struek mo 2s bed
rest of us, but this cawt

|9

Ly=ard's methnda? He savs he

<

onlv met von onen for

80t viang...like thae
iricue, semi=woral a titude =akeg mo so tired, I!

batlon ien't wrong...but not good to do. Ha
g of zaesturbation by adolascent Beisehlaf,

“rcurs, .
lgoee

]

myr

S
r
he tells his boys that maet
my 2lea for the supareseding



r'ﬁ SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD,, LEISTON, SUFFOLK

/ Telephone: Private (Nellls) s Lelston 40
7 o e p Directors :
8 o4 A S NEILL

; ENA NEWLL
Coar Joth,
Tour place gave no a pain
no broken bones. Tenece I have instructed =y eonlict
enjoyaed the visit, thanke to both of you. 0Of
Jemterden, for the difference of Ztim-ung in the %vo nlaces wag romariabl e 1
- Pran: L1 " n . . = ) 7 @anine VAt ragardable. Tour
arg free; L'as lot are Btonised...but the odd thing iz that beth mathada ae 4 n
oir @ty ) 2 & ~ . 9 : s L e BERTREE SR 1o gev
resul e, It was nice to set so warm n weleoma ‘rem the Lvwarde S
- s th yuarde.
nat about a return vis both of wou? Mext - o
e el T by viM%t, both of you? Noxt tern? Give me notice no that I
can ) ne upiLla 1@V i IV ¢ £ { i 4 1 $ s B )
puy Lhes J}U:H‘} awsar in front of distinsuishad visitors.
All the ¥spt and many thanke for a most pleaeant etaw

= 4 Yaa ~S
in ths neck, Wt an = Ray elovad
Lorato deaand ~aly oTren
1and -naly 1 commenaation

A Lo

the @ TV .
the record I'm olad we =gnt =o

Tours,
ﬂf?"’}"
r-ﬂ SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD., LEISTON, SUFFOLK 5
p/ Telephone: Private (Neills) : Leiston 40 Directors :
7 Dec. 53 S

Ky Dear Shaw,
Ta for the enlightenment. Yr own Magistrate article is fins.

One sane island in a sea of Blimps.
Just had to get rid of two bad problem boys of IO and II. I can't deal
with em theeewfdays. Every kid inthe school incensed at having every bloody penny
stolen from locked tuckboxes , and wheh they begen to vinch from shops and thec ops
were out for them I got rid of em. The younger was sent back to the donor.. .Margeret
Lowenfeld. How you can go on all these years without getting sick of sick boys I
dunno. Essier for you maybe living apart from em.
Glad to see you anytime. I'll possibly be here all the vac from 19Dec to 19 Jan.

hat a hell of a time I have getting teaohers.#f tt goes on the school will

have to close upe And I ain't got no dough to retire on.
The best to self and the wife,

-
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/ Telephone : Leiston 40 3 7 56 AD.'?.c:?él'd_
i “y Dear Shaw, ENA NEILL
i ‘hat do you make of Lymard? He is being hailed by so many
PEsE book reviews as a wondeman. s‘aybe he 1a but neither himself at the confarance two
i3 years ago nor what Burne says about him in his book is understandable by me. |
Chviously his ways are different from youre and mine...the Hr in bocz title chows
that, and when we visited him remember a youth called him eir. He seems <o gst
mich succese in hie work but I wish I knew how. BEurne takes care to point out that
L doesn't belisve in self -govt which would apoear to be s fake and only play.
Puzzles me. At the conference all the teachers who raved about him were the onee
rho weee up agin me most of the time, hence I conclude that comehow hs has used
their ways with a genius of his own, At the conference he svaded the sex
cuestion.

I em of course conecious of the innate rivalry that we all have but I don't
think I grudge Goorge his fine publicity; yet I sunpose I have a vague feeling
of what? chagrin that the reviewers who have hailed him would not hail ms or you.
Also years ago an uzkind visitor who had just come from his placs said to me that
Lyward didn't like my work at all.

hat do you think? Io he a public school Homer Lane? Zven Homer

nodded a lot; I can't imagine any Oomronwealth immate calling him Homer or bloody
bastard as yours and wmine have so often dons. In short why successes with tot=1lly

diverse methods”
My beet to the family, " A Ty
W.g A
fk‘h'u
)

r'ﬂ SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD., LEISTON, SUFFOLK

_ / Telephone : Leiston 40 ; [Diecion ;.
9th July, 56 ENA NEILL

Xy Dear Shaw,
I know how you feal about L's getting in first. To wme he is not
a rival for hie job is curative, mine ain't now., If I could grasv his methed I'd
be glad to judge him fairly; he is too esoteric for me. A vlain guy like Lansg I
could grasp lut L's lahguage (at that conference) was 8o vague tc me that when
the meetinz was oven aftsr his t alk I -aid :"I know that Ly-ard doss a fins job,
have known for years, but today I haven't understood a damnsd thing he saide"
0ddly enough the religioniets at the conference, e.z., Bedales head, all went into
rhapsodies about him. <The Little Comvonwealth was a one man show, so is S'hill,
8o is yr place, but I feel that othere can carry on bacause our principles are
fundementally simple. L's is certainly a one man show which is likely to die
with him unless his staff do realise how it is all domn.
“orry we are so far apart. 7ut one day I'll phone you and e=ay I am comin
I 8till recall my visit and a youth's shout :"7hy the hell don't you shut the
bloody door after you, “haw?" Then that visit to L and the boy's "Sir"'. Nay,
the system may work vwonders buf I feel that that sjr ias a gate I'd hever open.
A1l the best to the family, h,rtgxka

Gott, I have sleepless night,about getting staff., Simply can't zet qualified

teachsre and eny ad 1s annwered by a crowd of neurotios whomant fre-:do— for
themselvaa,

E
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r-ﬂ SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD., LEISTON, SUFEOLK

f" Telephone: Lelston 40 21st Sept. 57 f%&ﬁgi

ENA NEILL
Dear Both,

It was good to be with you again and a little sad to leave not
only & comfBrtable bed but a landscape of quick hill and dale to return to flat
Suffolk, but I grant back to an equally comfortable bed.

I'm sending on a couple of booke and a copy of Drema (if someone hasn{t snaffle
1t) for you, Joan.

The Shakespears, illustrated, is by Johm Bell, Exeter, MDCOLXXIIII, 8 volumss
but No 3 missing. I guess it has no value at all. It belonged to Lord Gwydyr of
whom I never heard.

The ITV thing hasn't brought me a single letter, but I never expected to get any
punile through it. It shd have shown at least some sign that kids learn. I have long
ago learned that publicity doesn't mean a demn thing; it is too ephemeral.

My Scottish heart ie happy because I w ent to a sale yesterday and for £11 got
6 armchairs, a sofa, 4 chests of drawers and a big bubdle of forks and spoons.
Tpe bleeding heart will of course break when in threas w ecks I see the sorings
sticking out of the chairs.
All the best, you nice folks.

B i flose
‘f‘/ /[/mna :

rj SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD., LEISTON, SUFFOLK

/ Telephone: Leiston 40 31 58 Ao.lgftt‘:;ll
ENA NEILL
My Dear Shaw,

I am s;;%ing you a book on the Heart by my old friend the
nature cure Thomeon in Edinburgh. Hide it from yr orthodox man for T is a "quack."
The book is to me marred by its attacke on medieine but its diet and gensral
optimistic way of locking at the heart strike me as valuable. I've o‘ften seen bad
heart cases at his Clinic imorove wonderfully after three weeks or so.

All I can say is that i me own heart or liver or what not goes wrong I'11 hie m
to Thomson and bypass druge and injections. I've often gone there for my kidneyse

Anyway the book won't deprese you; if' 1% doesn't buck you up I'll be

surprised.
Love to Joan tooe ¢
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SUMMERHILL SCHOOL LTD., LEISTON, SUFFOLK

/ Telephone: Leiston 40 E"s":f":
20 6 6o EhA NEILL
My Dear Shaw,

Alas, I shall be in .Scoi,ia.nd the end
Ve wloms o the 25th and 9 a6k ot o day by cane- bt of an Siontl 4

Jooo nu.led

Sad, { 'd have liked a chin wag with you.
S, 50c‘; haon't yet g o:é zf/Le /LG./LU{J‘/ //zw.izf through T wish j cd be optimistic

abt its being able #o zfouc/z J have anljgj’ pu ids and /Ju: leave
thias teun; onig, dwo 40 far coming .z.n On.l/ the wick A, dewJA e fou
And I /uzven. £ even the condo. a,twn. of ho ing for ag[)ez‘j.m /e eyond oxc

dogi' % belive it. Pity fon it woudd be ,’;uze %o beliVe that Jod meet ol
Rucft and Edwin Muin’ and many odd {ri ML 1‘/ def )ba/mfed
/ he

Sl

e

SUMMERHILL SCHOOL, LEISTON, SUFFOLK

(Proprietors : A.S.N. Ltd.) Principals :
Telephone : Lelston 40 A. S. NEILL
ENA NEILL

Sent letter back. 9 August 65

n hol.
Replied 0Ls © Sugg. Mulberry B.

Hear Shaw,

B—— _,.,,‘._-/_.—. e—

Uo you take an as youny as nine? J an too old fon bad problems |
9 koow you want high 9., s and #hia Lad seem pretty high. [ ot me know s0
that J can neply to the mothen,
Hope you ane flounishing. We are full up (60% ? anks) with a long
%if‘m List, proving, in spite of the Bible, that the wilked do flounish.
As fon a sinnen like you...... well, ypu'll get yourn newand laten on/

Youns,

Nt



